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Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
morning because yesterday the Con-
gressional Budget Office, a nonpartisan
organization that we rely on in this
Chamber for truth, told us that the
Senate healthcare bill—so-called
healthcare bill—will throw 22 million
Americans off of their insurance. Two-
thirds of those, 14 million, are Med-
icaid patients—the poorest people in
America, elderly people in nursing
homes.

I don’t have a voice in the Senate,
Mr. Speaker, but if I did, I would say:
I understand how important it is to de-
liver on the promise you have been
making for 7 years to repeal
ObamaCare. The Republican base is de-
manding it, but it can’t possibly be de-
manding the throwing off of their
healthcare 22 million Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I also don’t have a voice
in the oval office, but if I did, I would
ask this President, I would say: Sir,
you promised to do three things: you
promised to increase coverage, to lower
deductibles, and to lower premiums for
the American people.

I would say: Mr. President, this bill
in the Senate does the exact opposite
of all three of those things.

So I would say: Mr. President, if you
keep your word, stop this Senate bill
from passing.

——

HONORING JAMES WILDERMUTH

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Indiana’s Rural Teacher
of the Year, James Wildermuth of
North Miami Community Schools.

Mr. Wildermuth is well deserving of
this high honor awarded by the Indiana
Small and Rural Schools Association.
He is truly an exceptional Hoosier edu-
cator who has had a profound impact
on student achievement and who exem-
plifies leadership in a way that should
inspire all of us.

In addition to his 17 years as a teach-
er, Mr. Wildermuth also serves as a dis-
trict adviser for the local Future
Farmers of America program.

I am grateful that North Miami’s
students have Mr. Wildermuth as a role
model and a mentor, always Kkeeping
them not only engaged in the lesson at
hand but focused on using these lessons
to succeed in life.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Second Dis-
trict Hoosiers, I want to thank Mr.
Wildermuth for all he does to educate,
support, and guide his students on the
path to achievement and to make our
community stronger.

————

POSTTRAUMATIC STRESS
DISORDER AWARENESS

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak about posttraumatic stress
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disorder, otherwise referred to as
PTSD. Roughly, 5.2 million adults in
the United States have been diagnosed
in a given year with posttraumatic
stress disorder.

Many of these individuals are men
and women who have bravely served
our Nation’s military.

The Department of Veterans Affairs
indicates that between 15 and 30 per-
cent of Vietnam veterans have had
PTSD in their lifetime; about 12 per-
cent of Desert Storm veterans have
been diagnosed with PTSD in a given
year; and between 11 and 20 percent of
those serving in Operations Iraqi Free-
dom and Enduring Freedom have also
been diagnosed with PTSD in a given
year.

So today, Posttraumatic Stress Dis-
order Awareness Day, I call on all of us
to do more to help our fellow Ameri-
cans. We can do more, and we must do
more.

We must be able to look at those
Americans with PTSD in their eyes
and say: You are not alone, and we are
with you, and we are going to continue
to give you the same service that you
have given our country.

HONORING SERGEANT DILLON
BALDRIDGE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor Sergeant Dillon Baldridge,
who was killed in action on June 10,
2017, from wounds sustained in
Nangarhar province, Afghanistan,
while supporting Operation Freedom’s
Sentinel.

He was posthumously awarded the
Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, Com-
bat Infantry Badge, and the Army
Commendation Medal with one oak
leaf cluster. His prior awards and deco-
rations included the Army Commenda-
tion Medal, Army Achievement Medal
with three oak clusters, Army Good
Conduct Medal, National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, the Global War on Terrorism
Medal, Military Outstanding Volunteer
Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon,
Overseas Service Ribbon, the NATO
Medal, and the Expert Infantry Badge.

Last week, hundreds of North Caro-
lina residents gathered in Ashe County
to pay tribute to Sergeant Baldridge as
he was laid to rest. We should all take
time to pause, reflect, and honor the
sacrifices of those like this young man
from Youngsville, North Carolina, who
have given their lives in the pursuit of
a more prosperous and free America.
May we endeavor to live worthy of
their legacy and guard vigilantly the
history and stories of our fallen.

FLIGHT SAFETY LEGISLATION

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, 8 years ago, Western New
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Yorkers witnessed tragedy due to inad-
equate pilot training. A poorly trained
pilot crashed a commercial jet into a
neighborhood in our community, end-
ing the lives of those on board and one
on the ground.

Since then, the victims’ families of
Flight 3407, who suffered unimaginable
loss on that day, have turned their
grief into a powerful citizens’ fight to
strengthen pilot training and flight
safety rules.

The families of Flight 3407, who are
here today, led the charge urging Con-
gress to pass landmark flight safety
legislation in 2010, including rules that
could have prevented the tragedy that
they all suffered. Since then, there
have been 7 years of no fatal commer-
cial crashes on domestic U.S. airlines.

Now the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration reauthorization is nearing and
some want to beat back this tremen-
dous progress. Let’s be clear, what is
being proposed is a rule change that
will allow less experienced pilots to fly
commercial jets again.

The safety of the flying public should
never be compromised again. I am pre-
pared, along with the Western New
York delegation and with the 3407 fam-
ilies, to protect these reforms once
again, because we know the painful les-
sons of accepting anything less.

——

MAINTAINING GREAT LAKES’
ECOSYSTEM

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, the
Great Lakes are a national treasure,
and nobody knows this better than the
people in my home State of Michigan.

Our environment, economy, and qual-
ity of life depend upon maintaining a
healthy Great Lakes ecosystem. One of
the most harmful threats are invasive
species like Asian carp that decimate
every ecosystem in their path.

Last week, we learned some alarming
news when a live Asian carp was found
just nine miles from Lake Michigan be-
yond the electric barrier. If Asian carp
are able to infiltrate the Great Lakes,
it would be devastating for Michigan’s
fishing, boating, and tourism indus-
tries and all the jobs they support.

The Army Corps of Engineers has
completed a report called the ‘‘Brandon
Road Study” that provides a roadmap
of how to best prevent Asian carp from
entering the Great Lakes. They should
release it immediately.

We must take bipartisan action be-
fore it is too late. We simply cannot

allow, Mr. Speaker, Asian carp to
wreak havoc on the Great Lakes.
———
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OPPOSING TRUMPCARE

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to oppose TrumpCare, a bill that
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will cause at least 22 million Ameri-
cans to lose healthcare.

Senate Republicans and House Re-
publicans drafted their bill in secret,
behind closed doors, and without a sin-
gle hearing. But after seeing the bill,
Mr. Speaker, I know why they kept it
a secret.

TrumpCare will allow States to
eliminate essential healthcare benefits
like emergency room visits, preventa-
tive screenings, and prescription drug
coverage. TrumpCare will gut Medicaid
$772 Dbillion and allow insurers to
charge hardworking Americans more
money for less coverage.

It will cost the State of Ohio, my
State, more than $25 billion, giving 400
of the richest families a massive tax
break.

Hardworking Americans should not
have to choose between going to the
doctor and putting food on their table.
Republicans should work with Demo-
crats to create a healthcare system
that gives all Americans fair health
coverage.

———

NATIONAL POSTTRAUMATIC
STRESS DISORDER AWARENESS
DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today is National PTSD
Awareness Day. Today and during the
month of June, we raise awareness for
those suffering from posttraumatic
stress disorder.

After a trauma or life-threatening
event, it is common to have reactions
such as upsetting memories of the
event, increased jumpiness, or trouble
sleeping. If these reactions do not go
away or if they get worse, you might
suffer from PTSD.

There are organizations and re-
sources that can help both individuals
and professionals to discover ways to
identify and manage PTSD symptoms
and explore effective treatments.

PTSD is especially prevalent for
those who have served in the military,
though not all of our military service-
members suffer from PTSD. A non-
servicemember may be exposed to a
single trauma—for example, a car acci-
dent—that can also cause the symp-
toms of posttraumatic stress disorder.

Mr. Speaker, before I came to Con-
gress, I worked as a rehabilitation
therapist, and I have seen incredible
strides that people with injuries can
make with access to appropriate reha-
bilitation. There is help and support
for those who have posttraumatic
stress disorder. As a nation, we must
stand ready to support them.

VOTER RIGHTS ADVANCEMENT
ACT

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, with the
Shelby County v. Holder decision, the
Supreme Court effectively gutted the
Voting Rights Act.

At the time, Chief Justice John Rob-
erts said that the key protections the
Court removed from the act were, as he
put it: ‘‘extraordinary measures to ad-
dress an extraordinary problem.”

Sadly and extraordinarily, many of
those problems still exist. I would
argue that the Voting Rights Act was
extraordinarily successful.

Since that decision, the Federal
Court commented that a voter ID law
in North Carolina didn’t stop fraud. In-
stead, the provisions that were struck
down ‘‘target African Americans with
almost surgical precision.”

Courts found significant disenfran-
chisement caused by new laws in Wis-
consin as well.

Mr. Speaker, every American has a
right and the freedom to cast their
vote without interference. People have
fought and bled for that right. We are
in danger of going back to a time when
those rights were cast aside.

That is why it is time for Congress to
pass the Voting Rights Advancement
Act to modernize the law, to put back
in place provisions stripped from the
Voting Rights Act, and to ensure that
no State can discriminate by creating
barriers to the ballot box.

If we want to remain a nation that
empowers its citizens, we need swift ac-
tion on this bill.

—————
PATRIOT WEEK

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, we need to get back to the core val-
ues that our Nation embraced 241 years
ago. That is why this year I have re-
introduced my Patriot Week resolu-
tion, H. Con. Res. 12, which creates a
national week of appreciation for the
brave individuals, documents, and val-
ues that define our Nation’s history to
be taught in schools and honored in
workplaces across America.

Patriot Week would begin on the sol-
emn anniversary of September 11 and
end with Constitution Day on Sep-
tember 17.

Mr. Speaker, our founding principles
have been ignored and eroded. Society
has seemingly lost interest in the long-
standing history that made our coun-
try great.

As we approach Independence Day,
we must reflect on who we are as a na-
tion and how we can improve what is
good for generations to come. America
has become too divided, and we must
get back to the core values that make
our country great.

Just as immigrants learn the history
of our country, high school seniors
should be able to pass, at minimum,
the same citizenship exam upon grad-
uation. Ronald Reagan once said that
“freedom is never more than one gen-
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eration away from extinction.” His
words must serve as a wake-up call to
every one of us today.

I urge my colleagues to support Pa-
triot Week, and I would like to take
this opportunity to wish our Nation a
happy and safe Independence Day. We
are grateful for all those who serve to
keep us safe at home, in our Nation’s
Capital, and all over the world.

OPPOSING TRUMPCARE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
the nonpartisan Congressional Budget
Office confirmed that the Senate
version of the Republican healthcare
bill, TrumpCare, is even meaner and
more heartless than the House-passed
version. It is so mean that already
some Republican Senators have come
out opposing even bringing this bill to
the floor for debate. But, of course,
that won’t be the end of it. We should
beware of the backroom deals that will
be attempted to get Republican Sen-
ators on board to move this terrible
bill forward.

But any amount of window dressing
or backroom deals won’t change the
basics. This bill will require Americans
to pay higher costs. Don’t just look at
premiums. Look at the out-of-pocket
expenses that Americans will have to
pay. It will go up for worse care and for
less coverage.

If you are age 50 to 65, get ready, be-
cause you will see an age tax. You will
have to pay up to five times what
younger, healthy Americans will pay.

Of course, this bill, because it re-
wards those at the very top, steals
from Medicare. It makes Medicare less
sustainable. We ought to reject this
legislation. We ought to do it now, and
we ought to send that message to every
Member of the U.S. Senate.

————

RECOGNIZING LEXMARK’S EXCIT-
ING NEW PROGRAM TO TRAIN
VETERANS

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to proudly recognize Lexmark Inter-
national, a global leader in printing so-
lutions headquartered in Lexington,
Kentucky, for its development of an in-
novative program for training U.S. vet-
erans and soon-to-be-separated Active
Duty personnel with the goal that they
can become certified service techni-
cians of Lexmark printers.

The program, called the Lexmark
Printer Service Training Partnership,
is under the auspices of VALORR, the
Veterans Association of Lexmark: Or-
ganized to Recognize and Respect.

We all recognize that our veterans
bring with them tremendous know-how
and a can-do attitude, the ability to
step into new fields and master them
quickly. By completing the printer
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